The Relationship Between Classical Mythology and Contemporary Jazz in Dimitrios Vassilakis’ Labyrinth
At first glance, there should be little connection between the world of classical ideas and the artistic constructs of contemporary jazz artists. However, one could say with equal logic that there should be little connection between the traditionally American art form of jazz and a Greek musician like Dimitrios Vassilakis. This paper will discuss the origins of Vassilakis’ 2001 album Labyrinth, performed by an international group of musicians he calls “The Daedalus Project.” The album is clearly reflective of an awareness of classical mythology and Minoan legend, its compositions bearing titles such as “Pasiphae’s Dance,” “Ariadne’s Thread,” “Theseus and Minotauros,” and “Icarus in Flight.” Through the observations of composer Vassilakis and recording producer (and award-winning jazzman in his own right) David Liebman, this paper will explore how a contemporary Greek artist understands his relationship to and within the tradition of ancient Greek culture, how that relationship can inform the creative process, and how the creative result in turn reflects and illuminates the cultural concepts that inspire it.
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